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Another 20,000 
homes at risk 


from radon gas 


RADON', llic radtuacLivts fCuti 
rhouchr la lt*i nisparvsibl* foi* 
2«300 iuviz c;3ncer Ucsjit? 

i4^th yymr, affecu 4 wider 
Urea a} ihun previ- 

ouviv ^hrtujiKr. th*5 OepaPT- 
misnr 6f ch^ H:rt'*ii*oninent 
.•tuid ycM^nd^y. 

A' new mapping exercise 
by The N'Aiinnai R.:«dio]o^(<aJ 
Prc'ection LJoard showed 
ih^i qI the 100,000 homes 
Ut;cly XQ 6c 4t risk, 20 per 

ceac are Cruiside provinusly 
idCiiCjfkdd rsfdon 

Hoasehaiders ia the new 
regions arc la be offered 
(csis to 3c< if they arc lieias 
affected by iKc vdouriess 
is the .Second Dig* 
cesf cau5e ttf disease 
aftur smoking. 

The aew* orca^, where 
m<jrv: Thao ooe per cent of 
homes anz cxpecLed to be 
above the Govertsiuient’s 
action lev<d for radiation of 
200 Hecquerels per cubic me¬ 
ter of iir, s*re: A'''^n., Cuna« 
bria. Dorset. Cloucester- 
sUirc. Leicescersiiirt. 
L,incolns£i(r47, North umber- 
Jattd, North Yorkshire. Not- 
tingbamshire, Oxfurdsliirc* 
Slinipvbire, Staffordshire, 
and Wiicshire. 

In ftumts, up Co 30 cent 


By Charies Cfover 
Environment £ditor 
af hatn^ are ihoui;br to be at 
risk. Mapping is stiU going 
CO mScocIancl and Wales. 

The board has assured 
householders wonrird about 
the ^Fecr on property pricti 
that Cbe rosuits of the r^don 
test » which involves plac¬ 
ing a. fmall plositc rnnraiper 
the si£e of a door knob 
in a living rooin aad a bed** 
room for three cnoarhs —• will 
be conzldeatiai. 

The board can pfovjd^ 
vdvice on how to deal with 
the g4S. This is dune by 
Installing Additional venrJU- 
ne& cogtlng heiween 
and£f30Q. 

13r Geoff Kendall, frofn the 
bo^d. said homes might still 
b« at rislt even iF readings 
w«r« below the ’'trigger” 
level cjS no rOdioacTive sub- 
sraQces were s^e. 

People Outside the areas 
tzirgsted bj* nexi month's? 
tests C4n request one at a 
cesr of £35. 

Radon is derived from 
radium, itself a breakdown 
produf-t of naturally occur¬ 
ring urenium and is found in 
smell quanticies in all rocks 


xcHs. The gas disperse.^ 
quickly in the open uir but 
can accumiiiate in buildings. 

There arc marked virii- 
liqnS bklweefi houses in the 
s^Tze sci-eeT and thq board 
s.*ays ic ts e«T*emeIy difficult 
to tdeatify which buildings 
in-o likely to be affected. 

Oa past escpfirfcncc. the 
public, ever anxious obout 
nuclear power siaUouiS and 
Bmissiaas arc 
notoriously apathetic when it 
comes to taking up free tests 
and ad Wee. even within the 
worst affected areii.s of Corn¬ 
wall, Devon and Somersei, 

The ChafTered fnsticuLc of 
Envieonmenta} Health yes- 
accused rhe Govern- 
tnaiic of ignoring wartllngs 
that radon was not confined t 
to traditional hot-spota and 
demanded urgent action to ■ 
deal wxih the health hazard. 

Graham Jukes, director of * 
professional services for 
CIEH. said: "'Pruvious szir- 
veya carried cut by the Char¬ 
tered Institute of Pfiviron- 
mearal Health have 
indicated the potential exi^ 
tfiTztt of radon outside the 
areas which have already 
been idexitified. 

publication of this 



map. Ki^hls^ht^i tilts GpS'crn* 
ra«nt's f»rtn«r comptatency 
jicid -.‘HiJicatCtf .'tew t»f 

the CIEU Ilf the (seed for an 
iirsent $sraicgy .iq deal 

vvith she real piibiic hualch 
i$suc. 

"lu riew ol the II lib lie 

health ticniricaoce. th« 
CIbU MHftSilidns vvtscUiur it i» 
crtouch for tbe OevarniTient 
CO nicrciy iuvree l.iiiisci 
witiiift affected areas to be 
parr of the radon measure- 
mem exercise," 

Mandacory help shouin ii.t 
available Ce all honioawtiers 

with radon levels of morv; 
than 200 becquerejp, ihey 
added. 

"The Oovernnjeui has a 
responsibility to devise a 
measure which forces 
Owners who are selfing ihcJr 
homes to take nuec.s.ry 
action in order that thby tin 
not pass the problem un. per* 
peCuatioc (be public beulth 
risk." 

The islelsh Office will be 
offerios free tests to house* 
Uotdc in Fliatshiru, OePbiCh- 
shire. Powys. Antrlesuy. and 
Peitthnskeshire this summer. 
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Smokescreen 

P^SIVE fmokias doa; not 
cKuse lung C2&ce;. a ?sn*l at 
Zvzapann seienciss clsilm in t 
xcportpublishad chi.< tne 
siK'Hien^bcsr panel «vw ^nded 
by che (ohacce indtUay. bu; 

that this '(rat on the 
undecaUindlAS that Ic iwenild bt 
allowed CO nUbUtb its ftpdrngi, 
whatever tScy weta, 

Jefftcy Idle, prqfessor ef 
medicine ar che VorwegSan. Ufj. 
wetstiy of Scence and Ifeehnol- 
ogy, thepatjei’f ebairraan. sayS 
that alter reviewins the iit- 
eroiurc the group concluded 
rhnt “ERuiroettncntal tobacco 
sgiBke |( BBC a piracy lun$ 
Kafdtip^pn. Thece is not«3san 
to bciicve that exposure to 
envicDcuncncal tobacco smoke 
ioext^atex a person’s rixk of 
dc'^opin* lung caoeer." 

Th& ^ady esacad iss the '>or~ 
dice by the US ^viretsmeacal 


Proceectoft A$en<^ chat umund 
3000 peo^c die each year in 
me US niooe Iram luit£ canoer 
caused by passive sinekiaj. \ 
Tie EPA reached te verdia; 
in 1993 after revieWlAjj 20 ■ 

scodios cefRparinn the inci¬ 
dence of lung cancer in non- 
STOokutg wb'tts huabends 

smoked with rhose whose 
BusbAnds did not nnoke. U 
concluded chat che sromeR 
martied <o smokers were at 
gyentor risk of developing 
lu^ esneer. , 

The panel says rtiat these 
studies ceviowed by the f7X 
were Aavihed because they were 
Aot Couctollod or nUdonused. 

However, Richard Pew. di¬ 
rector of the aifiical trial Ser¬ 
vice Unit at the Uaivetsicy of 
Oxford, Scys; -The proof that 

p9L;&sive xmoielng cause* luxig 

cancer is net epidemiological. 

It oaxacs front lao tniuze of dbia 
esreinogeas jn tobaece smoke.* 
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